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Introduction
The Setting Out Engineer is increasingly becoming an ever demanding and 

accountable role which often acts as the focal point between the visionary 

foresight of the Architect and the functional proficiency of the tradesman. To do 

this, the Engineer will start to collate or calculate information from the drawings 

to ensure that:

	 Buildings can be positioned correctly along with all the necessary 		

	 structural components within it

	 All the structural components are built to the correct level

	 Lines and levels for structures, roads, drainage and earthworks are 		

	 provided

Who Should Attend
Engineers and technicians with basic setting out experience who wish to expand 

their knowledge. A good standard of mathematics is a pre-requisite for this 

course and participants should bring a scientific calculator with them.

Course Duration
PFA Consulting offer this course over 5 days.

Course Overview  

	 Utilise and understand surveying equipment used in setting-out

	 Interpret and check setting-out detail on site drawings

	 Understand the criteria relating to specified accuracies for setting-out and 	

	 decide which equipment and methods to use in order to meet these 		

	 accuracies

	 Carry out all the necessary calculations to establish the setting-out from 	

	 Co-ordinate information on drawings and computer print-outs

	 Set-out buildings, roads, sewers, piling grids and earthworks

	 Set-out control points using a Total Station

	 Establish Temporary Bench Marks (TBMs) and other height control

	 Appreciate computerised methods available to aid setting-out

Training methods
Theoretical instruction on the course is reinforced by realistic practical exercises 

using a wide range of modern surveying equipment. Practical exercises involve 

team work and encourage maximum participation from the trainees.
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